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Knowledge Organiser 
	South America
Locational Knowledge
· Locate South America on a world map and globe
· Identify key countries: Brazil, Peru, Argentina, Chile
· Locate major features: Amazon River, Andes Mountains, Rainforest
· Understand latitude, longitude, tropics, and time zones
Place Knowledge
· Compare a region in South America (e.g. Amazon Rainforest) with a region in the UK
· Explore differences in:
· Climate (tropical vs. temperate)
· Land use (rainforest vs. farmland)
· Homes, jobs, and transport
· Population and wildlife
Human and Physical Geography
· Describe and understand:
· Physical features: rivers, mountains, rainforests
· Human features: cities, villages, farms, roads
· Study biomes and how people adapt to live in them
· Explore the impact of deforestation on people and nature
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital mapping tools
· Use 4-figure grid references, scale, and symbols
· Record and present findings using:
· Sketch maps
· Plans
· Graphs
· Digital technology
	Key Vocabulary
· Continent – A large area of land (South America is a continent)
· Country – A nation with its own government (e.g. Brazil, Argentina, Peru)
· Amazon Rainforest – The largest rainforest in the world
· Andes Mountains – The longest mountain range in the world
· Deforestation – Cutting down trees and clearing forests
· Biome – A large area with similar climate, plants, and animals
· Equator – An imaginary line around the middle of the Earth
· Tropics – Areas near the Equator with hot climates
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	The Mayan Civilization
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chronological Understanding
· Place the Maya civilisation on a timeline (c. 2000 BC – 1500 AD)
· Understand that the Maya lived at the same time as other ancient civilisations
· Use historical terms like ancient, empire, dynasty, era
Historical People and Events
· Learn about Maya rulers, priests, and everyday life
· Explore Maya achievements in:
· Mathematics and astronomy
· Writing systems
· Architecture (temples and pyramids)
· Understand the rise and decline of Maya city-states
Historical Enquiry and Evidence
· Ask and investigate questions like:
· “Why did the Maya build pyramids?”
· “What was life like for different people?”
· Use a variety of sources:
· Artefacts, temple ruins, codices, maps, images
· Begin to evaluate the reliability of sources and understand bias
Historical Significance
· The Maya are significant because:
· They developed a complex writing and number system
· They built advanced cities in the rainforest
· Their culture influenced modern Central America
· Compare the Maya to other civilisations (e.g. Egyptians, Greeks)

	Key Vocabulary
· Civilisation – A group of people with an advanced society and culture
· Temple – A building used for worship
· Hieroglyphs – Picture writing used by the Maya
· City-state – A city that ruled itself and the surrounding area
· Calendar – A system for measuring time
· Sacrifice – A religious offering, sometimes involving people or animals
· Archaeology – The study of the past through objects and ruins
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